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— Iron Manufacture in Africa ; A Case Study of Bamenda Highland ——
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People of the Bantu language group inhabit the land
around the Benue Valley, situated at the border between
Nigeria and Cameroon, it is the original place of those
people, who from B.C. to present-day migrated and ex-
panded in waves to Southeast Africa.

It is supposed that their iron manufacturing technique
existed with their migration and expansion, however the
iron manufacture in Africa, even in the Bantu gradually
disappeared by the 19th century. Therefore I have made
a research work on the ethnography of iron manufac-
ture, and on the reconstruction of furnaces among the
Tikar a semi-Bantu group of the Bamenda highland.

In this paper I shall describe works of iron manufactur-
ing and associate the acquired information, then make
an attempt to clarify the social and cultural background

in the Bamenda highland.
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