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RHSZ E D Sir Richard Carew Pole A ¥'—F D43
OPENING OF THE ROCK GARDEN WATERFLL
24 MARCH 2005

| am delighted to be able to welcome you to this ceremony,
which serves to demonstrate the blending of Japanese ideas
with the English way, much as has happened with the
building of this waterfall and is a tribute to the co-operation
between us.

The original Rock Garden was built in 1911 by the
celebrated designer J.R.Pulham whose vision was
“that every rock garden must have, above all things, a
definiteness of plan and an aim to reproduce with
fidelity some particular feature of Nature” , This was
no small undertaking, with a tramway being laid to take the
soil excavated away.

Although there have been amendments made since that
time, this is the first rebuild of this part of the Rock Garden.
In April 2003 the decison was taken by the Gardens
Committee that the existing waterfall lacked drama and visua
splendour, and Professor Masao Fukuhara of Osaka
University of Arts, was invited to prepare some plans to
improve this. The Professor was aready well known for his
work at Chelsea Flower Show, at Tatton Park and Kew.

Work began in February 2004, with the placement of huge
rocks, some weighing more than 2 tonnes. The rock has come
from Skelmersdale, Lancashire and was chosen as it closely
resembles the existing 100 year old sandstone from East
Sussex, athough it is much harder than the original. The
gravel has come from Comwall and complements the rock.
Andy and Jay Leppand have done very good work in the
construction of the waterfall, ably assisted by members of the
Rock Department and the Estate Department.

You will hear from the Professor about the reasons behind

his design. The origina specification used Japanese plants

107

throughout, but this has not proved possible, so substitutions
have been made, in keeping with the spirit of the origina
design. The Larch (Larix kaempferi) adjacent to the waterfall
is the oldest cultivated plant at Widley for which records still
exist and was presented to the Society on 3 August 1905, by
J, Carter & Son, Seedsmen to the King, although it was not
until 1912 that it was finally planted in its present location. At
that time it was reputed to be 100 years old, and to have come
originally from the Emperor of Japan. It must have witnessed
a few changes in its time, though none as far-reaching as
these we are celebrating today. Other choice plants include a

number of Acer, Rhododendron, Roscoea and Saxifraga.

Professor Fukuhara, | should like to congratulate you on
this spectacular achievement, and our thanks go to you and
Miss, Shimizu for al that you have done to ensure that once

again, the Rock Garden at Wisley is pre-eminent in the word.

Sir Richard Carew Pole



